Subcommittee of the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME)

Environmental Affairs Committee (EAC)

“Environmental Information Management and Communication”

Background

The growth in the application of information technology in the area of environmental activities in the past few years has been dramatic. In particular, the proliferation of Geographic Information Systems (GISs) allowing explicit use of the important spatial component of environmental data, advanced visualization tools, and web-based data access applications have provided the means both to improve the quality of environmental decisions and to enhance environmental business productivity significantly. The area cross cuts the environmental focus other EAC subcommittees.

Opportunity

The opportunity for the EAC lies in the fact that the adoption and implementation of these environmental information management and communication tools been varied and non-uniform throughout the DoD and private sector. For while groups such as the Tri-Services GIS Group have worked to provide important standardization at the very technical level of GIS, the understanding and application of GIS technology by environmental decision makers are uneven. In general, there exists a significant gap between those dealing with such technology at a detailed level and those who could benefit most from its application – the federal environmental decision makers. These men and and women are in a position of having to advocate program and project decisions to peers, supervisors, and stakeholders and hence could benefit substantially from the application of such tools.

EAC Subcommittee Charge

The primary mission of the Subcommittee is to inform SAME members (particularly uniformed and civilian DoD personnel) of:

· The state-of-the-art of applications of technology to enhance environmental information management and communication,

· Examples of successful environmental information management and communication (particularly in government, but where appropriate in the private sector),

· Resources (again, particularly in government) for technical assistance in the implementation of environmental information management and communication technologies, and

· Insights as to as to where such technologies may be going in the future.

The mechanics that the Subcommittee will employ will be similar to other EAC Subcommittees – forums, sessions at regional and national conferences, and a website with links to important resources. It will, in addition, build relations with SAME’s “Knowledge Management” Committee and related DoD committees, task groups, and organizations working in this area.
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